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SWALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Public  Health  Offices, 
Newton  House, 
Newton  Road, 
Faversham. 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Swale  R.D.O. 

In  the  absence  of  Colonel  Crichton  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  who  was  granted  leave  for  Service  with  the  United  Nat¬ 
ions  Force,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for 
1950  on  the  Health  of  the  Swale  Rural  District. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  19090  for  the  mid  1950 
population  of  the  District  shows  an  increase  of  200  over  the 
previous  year,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  Census 
taken  in  April,  1951  the  actual  count,  at  that  date,  was  19714. 
This  is  an  increase  of  11.9%  since  the  1931  Census. 

The  Birth  Rate  at  18.8  per  1000  of  the  population  shows  a 
continuation  in  the  fall  in  this  Rate  from  the  abnormally  high 
rates  of  the  immediate  post  war  years.  Even  when  corrected 
for  age  and  sex  distribution  to  19.5  per  1000  (as  described  in 
that  section  of  the  Report  relating  to  Vital  Statistics)  it  is  still 
however,  higher  than  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole 
namely  15.8. 

Though  there  was  a  small  but  appreciable  increase  in  the 
Death  Rate  from  11.9  per  1000  of  the  population  in  1949  to  12.6 
per  1000  in  1950,  this  rate  when  corrected  for  age  and  sex  dis¬ 
tribution  to  10.7  compares  quite  favourably  with  the  Rate  of  11.6 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

There  was  again  an  improvement  in  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  which  reached  the  record  low  figure  for  the  District  of  only 
16.7  per  1000  live  births.  This  is  almost  one  third  of  the  rate 
occuring  as  recent  as  1947  when  it  was  47.8 

Among  Infectious  Diseases  there  was  a  very  considerable 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  Measles  and  a  smaller  increase  in 
Whooping  Cough.  In  both  cases  the  disease  appeared  to  be 
mild  in  type.  There  was  also  a  small  localised  increase  in  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Boughton  and  neighbouring  parishes.  The 
number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified,  however,  showed  a 
very  welcome  decrease  from  the  higher  figures  of  the  war  years 
and  the  death  rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  reaches  the  very 
satisfactory  low  figure  of  only  1.5  per  10,000  of  the  population. 

For  general  sanitary  and  food  supervision  I  am  greatly  in¬ 
debted  to  Mr.  R.  K.  Dunning,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  his 
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staff  of  Sanitary  Inspectors.  It  will  be  seen  in  that  portion  of 
the  Report  dealing  with  Housing  that  as  the  result  of  the  Rural 
Housing  Survey  carried  out  during  1950,  there  were  in  the  District 
425  (9.0%)  houses  classified  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  1083 
(23.0%)  houses  required  reconditioning  and  a  further  1453  (30.80/o) 
required  considerable  repair  and/or  improvement.  These  figures 
show  the  seriousness  of  the  housing  position  today,  and  it  is 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  with  limitations  in  the  number  of 
houses  that  can  be  erected  the  repair  of  houses  which  could  be 
saved  is  so  seriously  hampered  by  the  high  cost  of  repairs  com¬ 
pared  with  rental  received. 

For  the  carrying  on  of  the  work  of  the  Department  I  am 
indebted  to  the  ever  willing  and  cheerful  assistance  of  every 
member  of  the  Staff  and  to  the  helpful  co-operation  of  other 
Officers  of  the  Council.  I  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  kindly  con¬ 
sideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  HAUXWELL. 


SECTION  I. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


1.  CLIMATOLOGY 

The  year  as  a  whole  was  cold  and  wet ;  the  total  rainfall 
for  the  year  being  25.84  inches  as  compared  with  20.14  inches 
in  1949.  The  increase  was  particularly  noticeable  during  the 
months  of  June,  July  and  August  when  the  rainfall  measured 
6.76  inches  in  comparison  with  only  2.07  inches  in  the  corres¬ 
ponding  months  of  the  previous  year.  The  monthly  rainfall  and 
the  highest  and  lowest  temperatures  as  recorded  at  the  Faversham 
Borough  Sewage  Works  are  given  in  Appendix  A. 

2.  AREA 

62,015  acres. 

3.  POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population 
of  the  District  was  19,090,  an  increase  of  200  on  the  figure  for 
the  preceding  year.  It  is  of  interest  to  note,  however,  that  at 
the  Census  taken  in  April  1951  the  actual  population  at  that 
date  was  19,714.  This  is  an  increase  of  2,094  (11.9%)  since  the 
1931  Census. 
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4.  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  has  increased 
to  6,168  as  compared  with  6,125  at  the  end  of  1949. 

5.  RATEABLE  VALUE 

£74,937  (£70,086) 

6.  SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  PENNY  RATE 

£304  148.  3d.  as  compared  with  £280  in  1949. 

SECTION  II. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

1.  (a)  The  crude  Birth  and  Death  rates  are  based  on  local 

population.  Corrected  rates  are  arrived  at  by  multiplying  the 
local  rate  by  what  are  known  as  comparability  factors  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General  and  this  has  the  effect  of  adjusting  the 
local  rates  to  rates  which  would  have  occurred  had  the  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  the  local  population  been  the  same  as  that  of 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  This  enables  a  truer  compari¬ 
son  to  be  made  not  only  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
but  with  other  areas  where  the  crude  rate  has  been  similarly 
adjusted.  The  effect  of  this  is  that  though  the  crude  rates  in 
a  static  or  semistatic  population  are  useful  indices  for  shewing 
increases  or  decreases  in  Birth  and  Death  rates  over  a  series  of 
years,  the  corrected  rates  are  those  to  be  taken  for  comparison 
either  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  or  with  other  areas 
similarly  adjusted. 

(b)  The  number  of  births  again  show  a  decline  in  relation 
to  previous  years,  there  being  only  359  in  1950  as  against  367 
in  1949;  391  in  1948  and  439  in  1947. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

(i)  Live  Births — Legitimate 

168  {19b) 

179  (158) 

347  (352) 

Illegitimate 

7  (7) 

5  (8) 

12  (15) 

175  (201) 

184  (166) 

359  (367) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

(ii)  Still  Births — Legitimate 

6  (2) 

3  ( 6 ) 

9  (8) 

Illegitimate 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

~  (-) 

6  (2) 

3  (6) 

9  (8) 

(iii)  Birth  Rate. — The  crude  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population  has  fallen  to  18.8  as  compared  with  19.3 
in  1949  and  20.3  in  1948  and  24.4  in  1947.  The  corrected  birth 
rate  of  19.5  is  considerably  higher  than  that  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole,  namely  15.8. 
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(iv)  The  percentage  of  still  births  to  live  births  has  risen 
to  2.5  per  cent  as  compared  with  2.1  in  the  preceding  year,  and 
the  illegitimate  rate  is  3.3  as  compared  with  4  per  cent  in  the 
preceding  year. 

(v)  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  118  as  compared 
with  140  in  the  preceding  year. 

2.  DEATHS 

(a)  The  number  of  people  who  died  from  all  causes  during 
1950  was  241  as  compared  with  227  in  the  preceding  year.  Of 
these,  128  were  males  and  113  were  females. 

(b)  The  crude  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population  has  risen  to  12.6  as  compared  with  11.9  in  1949  and 
11.4  in  1948.  The  corrected  death  rate  was  10.7  which  compares 
quite  favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole 
namely  11.6  per  thousand. 

(c)  The  Causes  of  Death  are  set  out  in  Table  I. 
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TABLE  I. 


Causes  of  Death 

1 

1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis  Other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningo-coccal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

4 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

4 

1 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

8 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

10 

8 

18 

neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

18 

34 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

13 

7 

20 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Other  heart  disease 

41 

36 

77 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

3 

6 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

9 

3 

12 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

— 

4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

9 

4 

13 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

■— 

1 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

1 

Totals 

128  (132) 

113  (95) 

241  (227) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  preceding  year. 

(d)  The  classification  of  the  causes  of  death  given  in  Table 
I  above  is  slightly  different  from  the  classification  used  in  similar 
tables  in  previous  years.  It  has  not  been  possible  therefore  to 
enter  the  corresponding  figures  for  1949.  Examination  of  the 
records  available  however  shows  that  though  there  has  been  a 
welcome  though  small  decrease  in  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  (3 
in  1950  as  compared  with  8  in  1949  and  7  in  1948)  there  has 
been  a  considerable  increase  (from  25  in  1948  and  26  in  1949 
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to  40  in  1950)  in  the  deaths  attributable  to  Cancer  and  other 
malignant  diseases.  How  far  the  latter  increase  is  due  to 
an  actual  increase  in  malignant  diseases  and  how  far  it  is  due 
to  improved  methods  of  diagnosis  and  certification  it  is  imposs¬ 
ible  to  say.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  maternal  death 
occurred  during  the  year. 

3.  INFANT  MORTALITY 

(a)  Six  babies  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year, 
being  two  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  This  represents  an 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  16.7  per  thousand  live  births  as  com¬ 
pared  with  a  rate  of  21.8  per  thousand  in  1949,  23  per  thousand 
in  1948  and  47.8  in  1947.  The  1950  Rate  for  the  District  com¬ 
pares  very  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  namely 
29.8. 


(b)  The  cause  of  deaths  among  infants  is  shown  in  Table  II. 

TABLE  II. 

INFANT  DEATHS. 


Causes  or  Death 

Place  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1  Patent  ductus  arteriosus, 
Catarrhal  condition  of 
trachea  and  bronchi. 

Home 

— 

1  month 

2  Empyema,  Broncho 

pneumonia 

In  ambulance 
going  to  hospital 

— 

1  month 

3  Pulmonary  Atelectasis. 
Pleural  and  Pericardial 
Effusions  of  unknown 
cause. 

Hospital 

— 

5  hours 

4  Extreme  prematurity 

Hospital 

2  days 

— 

5  Pulmonary  atelectasis. 

Prematurity. 

Hospital 

1  day 

— 

6  Syncope.  Cardiac  failure. 
Acute  bronchial  catarrh. 

Home 

— 

3  weeks 

It  will  be  noted  that  of  the  six  deaths  that  occurred,  four 
died  within  one  month  of  birth.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no 
deaths  occurred  from  gastro  enteritis,  a  disease  frequently 
associated  with  unhygienic  conditions. 
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SECTION  III. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

1.  The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year,  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  or  sanatorium, 
and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease  as  shown  in  the  Registrar 
General’s  classification  of  deaths  are  shown  in  Table  III. 

TABLE  III. 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Removed  to 
Hospital  or 
Sanatorium 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

77 

(21) 

67 

Whooping  Cough 

89 

(65) 

_ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ... 

1 

(1) 

1 

— 

Measles 

466 

(74) 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

18 

(16) 

4 

5 

Dysentery 

1 

(-) 

— 

— - 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Post  Infect- 

ious)  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

(-) 

— 

Erysipelas 

4 

(2) 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

(2) 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

(1) 

_ 

— 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

7 

01) 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis — Non-Pulmonary  ... 

1 

(5) 

- 

— 

665 

(198) 

75 

9 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  preceding  year. 

2.  The  age  distribution  of  the  diseases  notified  is  shown  in 
the  following  table:  — 


TABLE  IV. 


Age  Group  Distribution — Infectious  Disease. 


i 

Disease 

0-5 

-10 

-15 ! 

| 

-20 

-25 

-30 

-35 

-40 

-45 

-50 

-55 

over 

60 

CS 

4^ 

o 

H 

Scarlet  Fever 

22 

47 

4| 

2 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

77 

Whooping  Cough 

51 

33 

i 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

89 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

-  1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

210 

237 

12! 

2 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

466 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

1 

lj 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

3 

2 

18 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

ll 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

- 

-  | 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

— 

- 

: 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

7 

Tuberculosis  Non.  Pul. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

289 

320 

18 

6 

6 

3 

3 

4 

3 

2 

7 

4 

665 

3.  The  distribution  of  the  diseases  by  Parishes  is  shown  in 
Appendix  B  (page  23 ;. 
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4.  Comment — 

(a)  From  Table  III  it  will  be  seen  there  was  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year  (665  cases  in  1950,  198  in  1949).  The  chief 
cause  of  the  increase  was  the  reappearance  of  Measles  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  its  usual  periodic  cycle  occuring  every  second  year. 
The  incidence  was  most  marked  during  the  second  and  third 
quarters  of  the  year  and  was  generalised  throughout  the  District 
but  was  happily  mild  in  type. 

(b)  There  was  also  some  increase  in  the  incidence  in  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough  mainly  during  the  months  of  November  and  December 
in  the  Parishes  of  Lynsted,  Teynliam  and  Eastling. 

(c)  During  February  and  March  there  was  a  small  outbreak 
of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Bougliton  and  neighbouring  parishes  but  later 
spreading  throughout  the  whole  Area.  The  type  was  very  mild. 

(d)  The  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  a  girl  aged  twenty 
who  had  been  acting  as  a  childrens’  Nanny  in  Bromley  and  had 
only  recently  come  to  live  in  the  Swale  District.  No  source  of 
infection  was  found  and  so  far  as  is  known  no  other  cases  devel¬ 
oped  as  a  result  of  her  infection. 

(e)  Tuberculosis — 

Seven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one  case  of 
Non- Pulmonary  were  notified  during  the  year  and  only  three  deaths 
were  recorded  as  attributable  to  the  Pulmonary  form  of  the 
disease  and  none  to  the  Non -Pulmonary.  These  figures  show  a 
very  welcome  reduction  in  the  increased  incidence  and  mortality 
from  Tuberculosis  which  has  been  evident  in  the  post  war  years. 

Table  V  shows  the  number  of  Tuberculosis  cases  notified  and 
the  number  of  deaths  each  year  since  1945  and  Table  VI  gives 
a  summary  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  during  1950. 


TABLE  V 

Number  of  Tuberculosis  cases  notified  and  number  of  deaths 

each  year  from  1945-1950 


Year 

No.  of  primary 
notifications  received 

Deaths 

Death  rate  per 
10,000  of  Population 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1945 

14 

3 

10 

2 

6.03 

1.2 

1946 

12 

6 

8 

1 

4.5 

0.5 

1947 

10 

3 

9 

— 

5.01 

0.0 

1948 

16 

3 

4 

3 

2.08 

1.5 

1949 

11 

5 

5 

3 

2.6 

1.5 

1950 

7 

1 

3 

— 

1.5 

0.0 

14 


TABLE  VI. 


Summary  of  Tuberculosis  Register. 


No.  of  Cases  on  Register 
at  1st  January,  1950 
New  Cases  Notified  ... 
Restored  to  Register  ... 
Transferred  to  District 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

M 

40  (42) 

5  (3) 

-  (-) 

3  (2) 

F 

32  (27) 

2  (8) 

-  (1) 

4  (4) 

M 

14  (13) 

1  (D 
(-) 
-  (1) 

F 

13  (16) 

-  W 

-  (~) 
~  (-) 

99  (98) 
8  (16) 

-  (0 

7  (7) 

48  (47) 

38  (40) 

15  (15) 

13  (20) 

114(122) 

Died  •••  ••• 

2  (2) 

3  (2) 

-  (1) 

-  (1) 

5  (6) 

Left  District 

2  (1) 

3  (2) 

-  (-) 

-  (2) 

5  (5) 

Recovered 

-  (3) 

-  (4) 

-  (-) 

2  (4) 

2  (li) 

Cancelled  Non  Tubercu- 

losis  ••• 

1  (1) 

-  (“) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (1) 

Ticilanrv*  rpmainino  at 

DcUdllvv  1  wl 

31st  December,  1950 

43  (40) 

32  (32) 

15  (14) 

11  (13) 

101  (99) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  preceding  year. 


(f)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

(i)  Diphtheria  Immunisation — From  figures  supplied  by 
courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  it  would  appear  that  at 
the  end  of  1950,  57.01%  of  all  children  under  five  years  of  age 
and  40.5%  of  children  in  the  five  to  fourteen  year  old  group  were 
protected  against  Diphtheria  by  Immunisation — the  percentage 
protected  at  all  ages  under  fifteen  years  was  47.1%.  Though  the 
total  protected  at  all  ages  under  fifteen  years  (47.1%)  is  higher 
than  in  the  previous  year  when  it  was  only  32.5 %  this  percentage 
is  much  lower  than  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  and  if  the 
present  freedom  from  Diphtheria  is  to  be  maintained  parents 
must  take  greater  advantage  of  the  Immunisation  services  avail¬ 
able  to  them  either  through  their  own  doctor  or  through  the 
clinic  services.  During  1950  only  353  children  were  immunised 
and  309  received  re- enforcing  innoculations. 

(ii)  Vaccination — Again  by  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  it  would  appear  that  during  the  year  223  primary  vac¬ 
cinations  and  31  re-vaccinations  against  Small  Pox  were  carried 
out.  Of  the  223  primary  vaccinations  126  were  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  and  83  in  children  age  one  to  four  years.  These 
figures  again  are  too  low  for  safety.  As  recent  experiences  have 
shown  the  possibility  of  the  introduction  and  spread  of  Small 
Pox  is  ever  with  us  and  the  danger  of  introduction  of  the  disease 
into  this  country  has  been  greatly  increased  in  recent  years  owing 
to  much  shorter  travel  periods  resulting  from  increased  use  of 
air  travel. 
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SECTION  IV. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

During  the  year  the  duties  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
continued  to  be  purely  in  regard  to  general  environmental  hygiene 
and  the  supervision  of  food  supplies,  water,  housing,  infectious 
diseases  etc.  Personal  health  services  such  as  the  care  of  mothers 
and  young  children,  health  visiting,  home  nursing  immunisation 
and  vaccination  etc.  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
Though  this  may  lead  to  some  administrative  efficiency  it  does 
tend  to  rob  the  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  much  valuable 
day  to  day  information  which  should  be  his  if  he  is  to  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  health  of  the  population  in  the  area  he  serves. 
Contacts,  however  good,  with  other  agencies  can  never  replace 
local  knowledge. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Though  these  services  are  administered  by  the  County  Council 
it  is  possible  through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
to  give  the  following  figures  relating  to  the  health  of  school 
children  in  the  District. 


(a)  Medical  Inspection — 

(i)  Number  of  children  inspected  (periodic)  819  (672) 

(ii)  Number  of  special  inspections  44 

(iii)  Number  of  re-inspections  759 

(iv)  Number  of  children  (at  i)  found  to 

require  treatment  85 

(v)  Percentage  (iv)  of  (i)  10.37® 


(b)  General  Condition — 

The  classification  of  the  general  condition  of  children  in¬ 
spected  was  as  follows: — 


Groups 

Number 

Inspected 

Good 

Percentages 

Fair 

Poor 

Entrants 

341 

15.8  (30.5) 

68.7  (59.8) 

15.5  (9.7) 

Second  Age  Group 

219 

27.9  (29.8) 

62.  L  (64.2) 

10.0  (6.0) 

Third  Age  Group  . 

3 

33.3  (41.1) 

33.3  (50.0) 

33.3  (8.9) 

Other  periodic 

inspections 

256 

28.9  (34.3) 

60.2  (62.9) 

10.9  (2.8) 

819 

23.2  (31.2) 

64.1  (61.2) 

12.7  (7.6) 

Though  it  is  always  unwise  to  draw  inferences  from  small 
numbers  these  figures  certainly  suggest  that  the  general  condition 
of  the  children  in  1950  was  not  as  good  as  in  the  previous  year. 
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(c)  Dental  Inspection  and  treatment  figures  are  as  follows : — 


(i)  Number  inspected  by  County  Dental 


Officers  (Periodic  and  Special) 

1076 

(757) 

(ii)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

514 

(359) 

(iii)  Percentage  requiring  treatment 

47.7 

(47.4) 

(iv)  Number  actually  treated 

239 

(254) 

(v)  Percentage  treated 

'  46.5 

(70.8) 

Infestation  with  Vermin. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  schools 
by  the  School  Nurse  or  other  author- 


ised  persons 

5002 

(5298) 

(ii) 

Total  number  of  individual  children  found 

infested 

23 

(50) 

(iii) 

Number  of  individual  children  in  respect 

of  whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued 
(Section  54  (2)  Education  Act,  1944) 

13 

SECTION  V. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  WATER  SUPPLIES 

(i)  The  water  supply  to  the  western  parishes  of  the  Swale 
District  is  from  the  Chatham  Water  Company  and  is  distributed 
by  mains  of  that  Company  and  also  by  the  Swale  Rural  District 
in  their  own  mains.  The  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  covers  the 
central  and  eastern  parishes  with  the  exception  of  Bapchild  and 
Tonge  which  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Sittingbourne  Urban 
District  Council  by  the  Swale  Rural  District  Council  and  the 
parish  of  Oare  which  is  supplied  by  the  Faversham  Water 
Company. 

(ii)  Some  isolated  houses  in  nearly  every  parish  still  have  to 
rely  on  well  water  and  now  that  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  is 
practically  complete  it  is  possible  to  give  this  figure  with  greater 
accuracy.  Eighteen  premises  in  Courtenay  Road  Dunkirk  have 
neither  main  water  nor  wells  and  rely  on  private  arrangements 
for  carting  water.  The  records  now  show  94.6%  of  the  houses 
in  the  district  have  main  water  in  the  house,  3.2%  have  stand¬ 
pipes  in  the  garden  and  the  remaining  2.2%  or  135  houses  have 
well  water  or  no  supply  at  all. 

(iii)  Nineteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  ; 
thirteen  of  treated  water  from  the  main  supplies  in  the  district 
and  six  of  wells.  Three  of  the  latter  samples,  although  showing 
no  evidence  of  faecal  contamination,  were  not  regarded  as  entirely 
satisfactory  and  the  wells  are  being  kept  under  observation. 


17 


2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Only  the  parishes  of  Bough  ton,  Lynsted,  Teynham,  Iwade 
and  Newington  have  sewerage  systems  ;  the  remaining  parishes 
being  served  by  septic  tanks  or  cesspools.  The  only  sewerage 
schemes  carried  out  during  the  year  have  been  in  connection 
with  Council  House  building. 

3.  SCAVENGING  AND  CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Council’s  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  and  although  at  times  hard  pressed  has  maintained  a 
reasonable  standard. 

4.  RODENT  CONTROL 

In  May  a  second  Rodent  Operator  was  appointed  so  that 
treatments  could  be  carried  out  in  accordance  with  methods 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  also 
for  wider  survey  for  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice.  During  the 
year  the  Operators  carried  out,  in  addition  to  the  survey,  355 
treatments  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  resulting  in  an 
estimated  kill,  based  on  the  reckoning  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries,  of  6,432 

5.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

(i)  Disinfection.  In  connection  with  the  cases  of  infectious 
disease  111  visits  were  made  for  enquiries  as  to  contacts  and 
necessary  particulars  and  73  terminal  disinfections  were  carried 
out. 

(ii)  Disinfestation.  Fortunately  there  is  very  little  trouble 
with  vermin  in  the  area  and  during  the  year  only  6  cases  were 
found  ;  5  by  bed  bugs  and  1  by  fleas  The  infestation  of  fleas 
and  one  of  bed  bugs  were  eradicated  by  the  Department  and  in 
the  other  four  cases  advice  was  given  so  that  the  tenant  was 
able  to  carry  out  treatments  successfully. 

6.  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

It  has  been  found  that  adequate  inspection  of  the  district 
can  be  obtained  with  two  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the 
list  of  inspections  given  in  Appendix  C  shows  not  only  the 
number  made  but  also  the  variety  of  duties  performed. 

■  pi 

SECTION  VI. 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

FOOD  SUPPLIES 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  dairies  and  all  premises 
where  food  is  sold,  manufactured  or  handled  to  ensure  a  satis¬ 
factory  standard  of  cleanliness  being  maintained.  A  list  of  food¬ 
stuff  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  as  a  result  of 
inspections  and  complaints  from  retailers  is  given  in  Appendix  E. 
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Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1938  to  secure  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in 
connection  with  the  handling  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  came 
into  operation  on  the  15th  May  of  this  year.  A  copy  of  the 
Byelaws  has  been  handed  to  the  proprietor  of  all  food  premises 
in  the  area. 

(i)  MILK 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  registrations  made  and 
the  licences  issued  by  the  Council. 


Registered  distributors  of  Milk  13 

Registered  dairies  (other  than  Farms)  4 

Dealers  Licences 

To  use  the  designation  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  3 

do.  “  Pasteurised  ”  3 

do.  “  Sterilised  ”  2 

Supplementary  Licences 

To  use  the  designation  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  7 

do.  “Pasteurised”  5 

do.  “Sterilised”  2 


(ii)  ICE  CREAM 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  area  but  44  premises 
are  registered  with  the  Council  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  almost 
invariably  pre-packed.  Thirty-eight  samples  of  ice-cream  were 
taken  for  examination  during  the  year  and  were  classified  as 
follows :  — 

Grade  I  Grade  JI  Grade  III  Grade  IV  Total 
14  (37%)  1  (2.6%)  18  (47.4%)  5  (13%)  38 

These  results  are  not  very  satisfactory — more  samples  should 
comply  with  the  standards  of  Grades  I  and  II,  and  increased 
attention  is  being  paid  to  transport  and  storage. 

(iii)  MEAT 

Home  killed  meat  is  supplied  mainly  from  the  slaughter 
houses  at  Sittingbourne  and  Faversham,  there  being  no  central¬ 
ised  slaughtering  establishment  in  the  Swale  District. 

(iv)  FISH  FRYING 

There  are  now  two  premises  in  the  area  used  for  fish  frying 
and  on  inspection  were  found  quite  satisfactory. 

(v)  BAKEHOUSES 

Only  three  bakehouses  are  now  in  use  in  the  district.  They 
have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  found  to  be  in  order. 


h  »  ■  mr-  impi m-  *  ^ 


SECTION  VII. 
HOUSING 


The  Rural  Housing  Survey  is  now  practically  completed  and 
there  is  only  a  slight  variation  in  the  percentage  of  houses  in 
the  five  categories  compared  with  the  figures  for  last  year. 


Year  Category  1  Category  2  Category  3  Category  4 
1950  1369  29.0%  389  82%  1453  30.8%  1083  23.0% 

1949  1030  26.6%  344  88%  1158  30.0%  913  23.6% 


Category  5  Total 
425  9.0%  4719 
413  10.6%  3858 


Category  1 
Category  2 
Category  3 

Category  4 
Category  5 


Houses  fit  in  all  respects. 

Houses  with  minor  defects. 

Houses  requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or 
improvement. 

Houses  appropriate  for  reconditioning. 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  unfit 
for  repair  at  reasonable  expense. 


These  figures  show  that  a  great  deal  has  to  be  done  in  re¬ 
pair  work  and  new  building  but  owing  to  restrictions  and  the 
high  cost  of  repairs  compared  with  the  rental  received  it  is  in¬ 
creasingly  difficult  to  get  any  repairs  other  than  essential  or  urgent 
items  completed. 

A  list  of  notices  served  and  the  defects  remedied  as  a  result 
of  these  notices  is  given  in  Appendix  D. 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 

Action  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  started  in  1949  in  respect 
of  the  following  properties  and  the  present  position  is : — 

Forge  Cottage,  Key  Street  Hill,  Bobbing  (now  demolished). 

Forge  House,  Key  Street  Hill,  Bobbing  (now  demolished). 

Black  Cottage,  Sheerness  Road,  Bobbing  (now  demolished). 

1  &  2,  Wooden  Cottages,  Chesley,  Newington  (now  de¬ 
molished). 

Ivy  Cottage,  Newnham  (premises  reconditioned). 

Clare  Cottage,  Milsted  (undertaking  accepted). 

Official  Representations  were  made  during  1950  in  respect  of 
the  undermentioned  properties  : — 

2,  Thatched  Cottages,  Wises  Lane,  Borden  (closing  order 
made). 

Cottage,  Hollybushes,  Milsted  (demolished). 

Church  Cottage,  Broom  Street,  Graveney  (closing  order  made). 

Homestead,  Key  Street  Hill,  Bobbing  (demolition  order  made). 
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1,  Hill  Cottages,  Key  Street  Hill,  Bobbing  (closing  order 
made). 

The  School  House,  Tonge  (closing  order  made). 

7  &  8,  Elm  Cottages,  Lower  Halstow  (closing  orders  made). 

The  Block,  West  End,  Doddington  (undertaking  accepted). 

Thatched  Cottages,  (2)  Cellar  Hill,  Lynsted  (demolition  orders 
made). 


NEW  HOUSES 

During  the  year  a  total  of  133  new  houses  were  erected,  22 
by  Private  Enterprise  and  111  by  Swale  R.D.C. 


HOP-PICKERS  CAMPS 

There  are  37  camps  in  the  district  and  292  visits  were  made 
during  the  season.  The  improvement  in  the  standard  of  hut  is 
being  maintained  and  there  was  also  some  improvement  in  the 
scavenging  arrangements.  The  co-operation  of  the  pickers  them¬ 
selves  in  this  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  latrines  would  make  a 
great  difference  in  the  general  betterment  of  the  Camps. 


SECTION  VIII. 
SHOPS  AND  FACTORIES 


1.  SHOPS  ACT 

In  addition  to  the  duties  placed  directly  on  Local  Authorities 
as  to  ventilation,  temperature  and  the  provision  of  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  at  shops  the  County  Council  has  delegated  responsibility 
for  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  relating  to  lighting, 
washing  facilities,  facilities  for  taking  meals  and  hours  of  closing. 

The  Shops  Act  1950  came  into  force  on  1st  October,  1950 
and  is  a  welcome  consolidation  of  the  Shops  Acts  1912  to  1938. 

During  the  year  936  visits  have  been  made  to  shops  in  the 
area.  Provisions  of  the  Acts  were  being  well  carried  out  and  it 
was  only  necessary  to  serve  two  notices  regarding  exhibition  of 
appropriate  notices.  Both  of  these  were  complied  with. 
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2.  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948.  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

48 

36 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

73 

93 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

15 

57 

' 

Total 

136 

186 

8 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  To  i  Referred  By 
H.M.  Inspector  H.M. Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

3 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

Total 

8 

8 

.  — 

— 

OUTWORK 


No.  of  outworkers  in  August 

Nature  of  Work 

list  required  by  Section  110 

(1)  (c)  (3) 

Making  Wearing 

Apparel 

1 
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APPENDIX  A. 

READINGS  RECORDED  AT  THE  FAVERSHAM 
BOROUGH  SEWAGE  WORKS 

{By  courtesy  of  Mr.  Colin  Walton  of  F aver  sham.) 


Month  Rainfall  Maximum0  Minimum0 


January 

1.80 

ins. 

(1.50) 

53 

(54) 

18 

(27) 

February 

3.83 

ins. 

(.93) 

57 

(58) 

26 

(18) 

March 

.50 

ins. 

(.77) 

63 

(63) 

24 

(25) 

April 

1.93 

ins. 

(1.80) 

85 

(81) 

30 

(30) 

May 

1.88 

ins. 

(1.48) 

79 

473) 

38 

(31) 

June 

1.46 

ins. 

(.55) 

86 

(86) 

46 

(40) 

July 

2.61 

ins. 

(.65) 

86 

(92) 

45 

(43) 

August 

2.69 

ins. 

(.87) 

85 

(86) 

47 

(44) 

September 

1.86 

ins. 

(1.50) 

78 

(91) 

43 

(48) 

October 

.31 

ins. 

(6.32) 

67 

(71) 

28 

(27) 

November 

4.93 

ins. 

(3.40) 

57 

(56) 

28 

(25) 

December 

2.04 

ins. 

(1.10) 

52 

(55) 

20 

(25) 

Total  Rainfall 

25.84  ins. 

(20.14 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  the  preceding  year. 
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APPENDIX  B 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  BY  PARISHES. 
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G 

Ph 

CO 

Q 
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G 
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Ph 
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o 
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Badlesmere 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

Bapohild 

0 

1 

0 

17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18 

Bobbing 

1 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

Borden 

2 

5 

0 

29 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

36 

Boughton 

20 

2 

0 

62 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

85 

Bredgar 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Buckland 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Doddington 

0 

1 

0 

38 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

39 

Dunkirk 

6 

6 

0 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32 

Eastling 

1 

10 

0 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31 

Fav.  Without 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Goodnestone 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Graveney 

1 

0 

0 

22 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

23 

Halstow  Lower 

0 

3 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Hartlip 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Hernliill 

8 

1 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

15 

Iwade 

1 

0 

0 

33 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

34 

Kingsdown 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Leaveland 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Luddenham 

1 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Lynsted 

2 

17 

0 

18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

37 

Milsted 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Newington 

12 

1 

0 

12 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

29 

Newnham 

1 

1 

0 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

10 

Norton 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

7 

Oare 

1 

2 

0 

23 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

27 

Ospringe 

3 

6 

0 

20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

29 

Rodmersham 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Selling 

1 

4 

0 

10 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

17 

Shelctwich 

9 

w 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Stalisfield 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Stone 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Teynham 

3 

21 

0 

62 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

91 

Throwley 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Tonge 

2 

3 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Tunstall 

1 

1 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Upchurch 

3 

0 

0 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

77  89  1  466  18  1  1  4  7  1  665 


24 


APPENDIX  C. 

RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


HOUSING  Totals 

Rural  Housing  Survey  973 

Visits  under  Housing  Act,  1936  84 

Revisits,  Housing  Act,  1936  132 

Council  House  Applications  484 

Council  House  Tenancies  104 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Complaints  re  Houses  520 

Other  Complaints  74 

Re-visits  (Houses)  2442 

Other  Re-visits  64 

Miscellaneous  Visits  under  P.H.A.,  1936  739 

Infectious  Disease  111 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  41 

Hop-pickers  Camps  292 

Fruit  Pickers  Camps  11 

Schools  1 

Visits  re  Vermin  2 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  SHOPS 
Food  Premises : 

Bakehouses  1 2 

Grocery  and  General  303 

Restaurants  142 

Inns  1 30 

Butchers  97 

Fried  and  Wet  Fish  Shops  28 

Ice-Cream  1 1 8 

Dairies  18 

Shops  (Non-Food)  100 

FACTORIES 

With  Power  78 

Non-Power  21 

Workplaces  57 

Re-visits  31 

GENERAL 

Interviews  572 

Rat  Destruction  82 

Building  Licences  50 

Visits  with  M.O.H.  24 

Visits  with  D.S.I.  17 

Re  Alterations  and  Extensions  448 


25 


WORK  DONE  BY  INSPECTOR  Totals 

Building  Byelaws  :  (Existing  Buildings) 

Foundations  and  Footings  passed  33 

D.P.G.s  passed  37 

Drains  tested  214 

Septic  tank  systems  passed  24 

Completed  extensions  and  alterations  passed  41 

Samples  for  Analysis 

Water  25 

Ice  Cream  38 

General 

Rooms  disinfected  73 


APPENDIX  D. 

WORK  COMPLETED. 


NOTICES 


Preliminary  Notices 
served 

Preliminary  Notices 
complied  with 

Statutory  Notices 
served 

Statutory  Notices 
complied  with 

HOUSING 

External : 


Roofs  and  Flashings  148 

Chimneys  and  Flues  44 

Eaves  gutters  79 

Rain-water  Downpipes  16 

Walls  (brickwork,  pointing  etc.)  90 

Pavings,  steps,  etc.  16 

Drainage  systems  provided  27 

Drainage  repaired/cleansed  45 

Dustbins  renewed /provided  15 

Conversions— privies  to  E.C.s  2 

Conversions — privies  to  W.C.s  8 

Conversions — pails  to  W.C  s  13 

Internal : 

Walls  106 

Ceilings  72 

Floors  70 

Windows  '  172 

Doors  36 

Ranges  etc.  repaired/renewed  45 


Public 

Housing 

Food  and 

Shops 

Factories 

Health 

Act, 

Drugs  Act, 

Act, 

Act, 

Act,  1936 

1936 

1938 

1934 

1937 

259 

7 

11 

2 

8 

300 

13 

16 

21 

6 

2 

8 

26 


Totals 


Sinks  provided/renewed  39 

Sink  Wastes  renewed  34 

Coppers  repaired/renewed  14 

Stairs  repaired/renewed  10 

Foodstores  ventilated/provided  1 

Dampness  otherwise  abated  18 

Water  supplies  provided  20 

W.C  s  repaired  44 

Privies  repaired  12 

Other  repairs  to  houses  34 

Reconditioning  : 

Bathrooms  provided  1 6 

Hot-water  supplies  provided  15 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Offensive  Accumulations  removed  4 

Animal  Nuisances  abated  2 

Nuisances  from  moveable  dwellings  abated  4 


FOOD  PREMISES  AND  SHOPS 

Walls,  ceilings,  floors,  windows,  doors  repaired  11 
Walls,  ceilings,  floors,  windows,  doors  cleansed  11 
Cleanliness  improved  5 

Hot-water  supplies  provided  5 


APPENDIX  E. 


Food  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


74  lbs. 

English  Mutton 

Heated 

188  lbs. 

English  Beef 

Bruising  and  heating 

4i  lbs. 

Liver 

Distomatosis 

42  lbs. 

Fish 

Decomposition 

25 

Eggs 

Decomposition 

82  lbs. 

Potatoes 

Decomposition 

60 

Assorted  tins  and  jars  Damaged  and  blown 

2  cwts. 

Marzipan 

Rancidity 

8  tons 

Flour 

cwts. 

Currants 

6.j  cwts. 

Sultanas 

13  cwts. 

Margarine 

Damaged  by  fire 

26 J  cwts. 

Jam 

10  cwts. 

Cooking  Fat 

1  cwt. 

Marzipan 

